
 

The Beginning of the Church 
 
from Acts 1 
 
8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you. You will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth.” 
9 When [Jesus] had said these things, as they were looking, he 
was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their sight. 
 
[Because of Judas Iscariot was no longer with them, a twelfth 
disciple needed to be named as a replacement.  Peter said:] 
 
21 “Of the men therefore who have accompanied us all the time 
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
22 beginning from the baptism of John, to the day that he was 
received up from us, of these one must become a witness with us 
of his resurrection.” 
23 They put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was 
surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 
24 They prayed, and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all 
men, show which one of these two you have chosen 
25 to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 
fell away, that he might go to his own place.” 
26 They drew lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he 
was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
 
 
  



Becoming a Fellowship of Believers 
 
from Acts 2 
 
42 [The believers] continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and prayer. 
43 Fear came on every soul, and many wonders and signs were 
done through the apostles. 
44 All who believed were together, and had all things in common. 
45 They sold their possessions and goods, and distributed them to 
all, according as anyone had need. 
46 Day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread at home, they took their food with 
gladness and singleness of heart, 
47 praising God, and having favor with all the people. The Lord 
added to the assembly day by day those who were being saved. 
 
 
  



Baptism of a Man Unlike the Others 
 
from Acts 8 
 
26 But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise, and go toward the south 
to the way that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza. This is a desert.” 
27 He arose and went and found a eunuch from Ethiopia. 
28 He was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
29 The Spirit said to Philip, “Go near, and join yourself to this chariot.” 
30 Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 
31 He said, “How can I, unless someone explains it to me?” He begged Philip to 
come up and sit with him. 
32 Now the passage of the Scripture which he was reading was this, “He was led as 
a sheep to the slaughter. As a lamb before his shearer is silent, so he doesn’t open 
his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation, his judgment was taken away. Who will declare His 
generation? For his life is taken from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch answered Philip, “Who is the prophet talking about? About himself, 
or about someone else?” 
35 Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture, preached to him 
Jesus. 
36 As they went on the way, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, 
“Behold, here is water. What is keeping me from being baptized?” 
37 And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered 
and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 
38 He commanded the chariot to stand still, and they both went down into the 
water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 
39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, 
and the eunuch didn’t see him any more, for he went on his way rejoicing. 
 
 
  



Transformation 
 
from Acts 9 
 
1 But Saul, still breathing threats and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest, 
2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, that if he found any who were of the 
Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
3 As he traveled, it happened that he got close to Damascus, and suddenly a light from the sky shone 
around him. 
4 He fell on the earth, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
5 He said, “Who are you, Lord?” The Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6 But rise up, and enter into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
7 The men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing the sound, but seeing no one. 
8 Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened, he saw no one. They led him by the 
hand, and brought him into Damascus. 
9 He was without sight for three days, and neither ate nor drank. 
10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
“Ananias!” He said, “Behold, it’s me, Lord.” 
11 The Lord said to him, “Arise, and go to the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house 
of Judah for one named Saul, a man of Tarsus. For behold, he is praying, 
12 and in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in, and laying his hands on him, that he 
might receive his sight.” 
13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he did to 
your saints at Jerusalem. 
14 Here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 
15 But the Lord said to him, “Go your way, for he is my chosen vessel to bear my name before the 
nations and kings, and the children of Israel. 
16 For I will show him how many things he must suffer for my name’s sake.” 
17 Ananias departed, and entered into the house. Laying his hands on him, he said, “Brother Saul, the 
Lord, who appeared to you on the road by which you came, has sent me, that you may receive your 
sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18 Immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he received his sight. He arose and was 
baptized. 
19 He took food and was strengthened. Saul stayed several days with the disciples who were at 
Damascus. 
20 Immediately in the synagogues he proclaimed the Christ, that he is the Son of God. 
21 All who heard him were amazed, and said, “Isn’t this he who in Jerusalem made havoc of those 
who called on this name? And he had come here intending to bring them bound before the chief 
priests!” 
22 But Saul increased more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived at Damascus, proving 
that this is the Christ. 
 
 
  



Insiders/Outsiders 
 
from Acts 11 
 
1 Now the apostles and the brothers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 
had also received the word of God. 
2 When Peter had come up to Jerusalem, those who were of the circumcision 
contended with him, 
3 saying, “You went in to uncircumcised men, and ate with them!” 
4 But Peter began, and explained to them in order, saying, 
5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision: a certain 
container descending, like it was a great sheet let down from heaven by four 
corners. It came as far as me. 
6 When I had looked intently at it, I considered, and saw the four-footed animals 
of the earth, wild animals, creeping things, and birds of the sky. 
7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter, kill and eat!’ 
8 But I said, ‘Not so, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean has ever entered into my 
mouth.’ 
9 But a voice answered me the second time out of heaven, ‘What God has 
cleansed, don’t you call unclean.’ 
10 This was done three times, and all were drawn up again into heaven. 
11 Behold, immediately three men stood before the house where I was, having 
been sent from Caesarea to me. 
12 The Spirit told me to go with them, without discriminating. These six brothers 
also accompanied me, and we entered into [a Gentile] man’s house. 
 
15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them, even as on us at the beginning. 
16 I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John indeed baptized in 
water, but you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit.’ 
17 If then God gave to them the same gift as us, when we believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I, that I could withstand God?” 
18 When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, 
“Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life!” 
 
 
  



An Answer to Prayer 
 
from Acts 12 
 
1 Now about that time, King Herod stretched out his hands to oppress some of the assembly. 
2 He killed James, the brother of John, with the sword. 
3 When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This was during the 
days of unleavened bread. 
4 When he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of four 
soldiers each to guard him, intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. 
5 Peter therefore was kept in the prison, but constant prayer was made by the assembly to 
God for him. 
6 The same night when Herod was about to bring him out, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains. Guards in front of the door kept the prison. 
7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter 
on the side, and woke him up, saying, “Stand up quickly!” His chains fell off from his hands. 
8 The angel said to him, “Get dressed and put on your sandals.” He did so. He said to him, “Put 
on your cloak, and follow me.” 
9 And he went out and followed him. He didn’t know that what was being done by the angel 
was real, but thought he saw a vision. 
10 When they were past the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate that leads 
into the city, which opened to them by itself. They went out, and went down one street, and 
immediately the angel departed from him. 
11 When Peter had come to himself, he said, “Now I truly know that the Lord has sent out his 
angel and delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from everything the Jewish people were 
expecting.” 
12 Thinking about that, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname 
was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. 
13 When Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. 
14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she didn’t open the gate for joy, but ran in, and 
reported that Peter was standing in front of the gate. 
15 They said to her, “You are crazy!” But she insisted that it was so. They said, “It is his angel.” 
16 But Peter continued knocking. When they had opened, they saw him, and were amazed. 
 
 
  



Finding Way Forward 
 
from Acts 15 
 
1 Some men came down from Judea and taught the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised after the custom of 
Moses, you can’t be saved.” 
2 Therefore when Paul and Barnabas had no small discord and discussion with them, they appointed Paul and 
Barnabas, and some others of them, to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders about this question. 
 
6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to see about this matter. 
7 When there had been much discussion, Peter rose up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that a good 
while ago God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the nations should hear the word of the Good 
News, and believe. 
8 God, who knows the heart, testified about them, giving them the Holy Spirit, just like he did to us. 
9 He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 
10 Now therefore why do you tempt God, that you should put a yoke on the neck of the disciples which 
neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 
11 But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they are.” 
12 All the multitude kept silence, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul reporting what signs and wonders 
God had done among the nations through them. 
13 After they were silent, James answered, “Brothers, listen to me. 
 
19 My judgment is that we don’t trouble those from among the Gentiles who turn to God, 
20 but that we write to them that they abstain from the pollution of idols, from sexual immorality, from what 
is strangled, and from blood. 
21 For Moses from generations of old has in every city those who preach him, being read in the synagogues 
every Sabbath.” 
22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole assembly, to choose men out of their 
company, and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. 
23 They wrote these things by their hand: “The apostles, the elders, and the brothers, to the brothers who are 
of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: greetings. 
24 Because we have heard that some who went out from us have troubled you with words, unsettling your 
souls, saying, ‘You must be circumcised and keep the law,’ to whom we gave no commandment 
25 it seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose out men and send them to you with our 
beloved Barnabas and Paul, 
26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
27 We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who themselves will also tell you the same things by word of 
mouth. 
28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay no greater burden on you than these necessary 
things: 
29 that you abstain from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from sexual 
immorality, from which if you keep yourselves, it will be well with you. Farewell.” 
30 So, when they were sent off, they came to Antioch. Having gathered the multitude together, they delivered 
the letter. 
31 When they had read it, they rejoiced over the encouragement. 
 
 
  



The Call of Timothy 
 
from Acts 16 
 
1 [Paul] came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple 
was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewess who believed and 
a father who was Greek. 
2 The brothers who were at Lystra and Iconium gave a good 
testimony about him. 
3 Paul wanted to have him go out with him, and he took and 
circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts. 
 
 
  



Eutychus and the Window 
 
from Acts 20 
 
7 On the first day of the week, when the disciples were gathered 
together to break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to 
depart on the next day, and continued his speech until midnight. 
8 There were many lights in the upper room where we were 
gathered together. 
9 A certain young man named Eutychus sat in the window, 
weighed down with deep sleep. As Paul spoke still longer, being 
weighed down by his sleep, he fell down from the third story, and 
was taken up dead. 
10 Paul went down, and fell upon him, and embracing him said, 
“Don’t be troubled, for his life is in him.” 
11 When he had gone up, and had broken bread, and eaten, and 
had talked with them a long while, even until break of day, he 
departed. 
12 They brought the boy in alive, and were greatly comforted. 
 
 
  



The Ship May Be Lost 
 
from Acts 27 
 
13 When the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, they weighed anchor 
and sailed along Crete, close to shore. 
14 But before long, a stormy wind beat down from shore, which is called Euroclydon. 
15 When the ship was caught, and couldn’t face the wind, we gave way to it, and were driven along. 
16 Running under the lee of a small island called Clauda, we were able, with difficulty, to secure the boat. 
17 After they had hoisted it up, they used cables to help reinforce the ship. Fearing that they would run 
aground on the Syrtis sand bars, they lowered the sea anchor, and so were driven along. 
18 As we labored exceedingly with the storm, the next day they began to throw things overboard. 
19 On the third day, they threw out the ship’s tackle with their own hands. 
20 When neither sun nor stars shone on us for many days, and no small storm pressed on us, all hope that we 
would be saved was now taken away. 
21 When they had been long without food, Paul stood up in the middle of them, and said, “Sirs, you should 
have listened to me, and not have set sail from Crete, and have gotten this injury and loss. 
22 Now I exhort you to cheer up, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 
23 For there stood by me this night an angel, belonging to the God whose I am and whom I serve, 
24 saying, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul. You must stand before Caesar. Behold, God has granted you all those who sail 
with you.’ 
25 Therefore, sirs, cheer up! For I believe God, that it will be just as it has been spoken to me. 
26 But we must run aground on a certain island.” 
27 But when the fourteenth night had come, as we were driven back and forth in the Adriatic Sea, about 
midnight the sailors surmised that they were drawing near to some land. 
28 They took soundings, and found twenty fathoms. After a little while, they took soundings again, and found 
fifteen fathoms. 
29 Fearing that we would run aground on rocky ground, they let go four anchors from the stern, and wished 
for daylight. 
30 As the sailors were trying to flee out of the ship, and had lowered the boat into the sea, pretending that 
they would lay out anchors from the bow, 
31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, “Unless these stay in the ship, you can’t be saved.” 
32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat, and let it fall off. 
33 While the day was coming on, Paul begged them all to take some food, saying, “This day is the fourteenth 
day that you wait and continue fasting, having taken nothing. 
34 Therefore I beg you to take some food, for this is for your safety 
35 When he had said this, and had taken bread, he gave thanks to God in the presence of all, and he broke it, 
and began to eat. 
36 Then they all cheered up, and they also took food. 
37 In all, we were two hundred seventy-six souls on the ship. 
38 When they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat into the sea. 
39 When it was day, they didn’t recognize the land, but they noticed a certain bay with a beach, and they 
decided to try to drive the ship onto it. 
40 Casting off the anchors, they left them in the sea, at the same time untying the rudder ropes. Hoisting up 
the foresail to the wind, they made for the beach. 
41 But coming to a place where two seas met, they ran the vessel aground. The bow struck and remained 
immovable, but the stern began to break up by the violence of the waves. 


