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Kalamazoo Friends Meeting Retreat     November 8-14 
 
 
READING 
 
This week, we’re looking at the last five spiritual gifts.  Remember, if you want to see them all at once, 
the total list of twenty-five can be found here: https://goodnewsassoc.org/associates/jan-
wood/spiritual-gifts-resources/ 
 
Jan Wood, who originally created the list we’re working with, compiled them from the New Testament.  
It is remarkable how well the set of spiritual gifts recognized in the Middle East in the first century still 
speaks to what we see in communities in the twenty-first century.  I encourage you to take your time 
with the words, the definitions, and the queries, especially if they initially feel strange to you.   
 
 
Cross-culture (Missionary) – ability and desire to reach out across cultural boundaries. 
 
Service – ability and desire to meet the practical needs of people. 
 
Shepherding (Pastoring) – ability and desire to care for a group of people over time. 
 
Speaking (Preaching) – ability to touch another person’s mind/spirit through speaking, writing—and 
perhaps music or dance. 
 
Teaching – ability to help people learn, grow, become competent. 
 
 
QUERIES 
 
Do any of these gifts immediately feel like yours?  
 
Are any of these gifts clearly not yours?  Remember—not having a particular gift is not a bad thing.  
You’re not supposed to have all of the gifts. 
 
Do you find any of these gifts confusing?  
 
What questions do you have about these gifts? 
 
Can you think of someone you know who might have these gifts?  Take the gifts one at a time for this 
query.  The people you think of might be people at Kalamazoo meeting, but they also might be people 
you know in other ways. 
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ACTIVITY 
 
For this activity, you might want to have the full list of gifts and definitions on hand: 
https://goodnewsassoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SPIRITUAL-GIFTS-Questionnaire.pdf 
 
Using crayons, colored pencils, or whatever else you have, start by coloring the gifts you often have 
with warm colors: reds, yellows, oranges.  Then, color the gifts you sometimes have with cool colors: 
blues, greens.  Color the gifts you don’t usually have with shades of gray.  Don’t worry too much about 
being “correct” as you color; just do what seems right.  What do you notice about the pattern?  If you 
choose to share your pictures with others, do you notice anything about the similarities and 
differences in your patterns? 


