
Emily Provance  quakeremily.wordpress.com 

Kalamazoo Friends Meeting Retreat     November 15-21 
 
 
READING 
 
Within our covenant communities, we see how people with different spiritual gifts work together to be 
faithful.  It’s just like the apple pie that we thought about in the first week of this retreat.  Each person 
brings something different, a different ingredient, to add to the whole.  The combination of ingredients 
makes a wonderful thing.  Adding an extra ingredient, taking an ingredient out, or changing an 
ingredient makes something different.  The new thing might also be wonderful, but it is not the same.  
God gives us the spiritual gifts we need in order to be faithful together.  If God wants us to be an apple 
pie together, God will make sure that some member of our covenant community is given apples. 
 
This same thing happens when multiple communities are in covenant together.  Kalamazoo meeting is 
in covenant with the other meetings in its quarterly meeting.  It is in covenant with the other meetings 
in its yearly meeting.  It is in covenant with other meetings in the Religious Society of Friends.  Just as 
individuals have gifts, meetings have gifts, and not all meetings have the same gifts.  We are designed 
to be interdependent. 
 
It can be hard for Friends to know what their meeting’s gifts are.  This is partly because many Friends 
have only spent time with one meeting, or only a few meetings.  If you can’t compare, it makes it more 
difficult to notice your strengths. 
 
Below are some queries that might get you started as you consider what gifts your meeting carries. 
 
 
QUERIES 
 
What do you particularly love about your meeting? 
 
Which of your spiritual and temporal needs are very well met by your meeting? 
 
What memorable things has your meeting done well in the recent past? 
 
Has your meeting had a specific recent experience that you have learned from?  If so, what were the 
lessons learned? 
 
Does your meeting as a whole have an ongoing ministry? 
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ACTIVITY 
 
In the past eleven weeks, you have: 
 

o Considered definitions of “spiritual gifts” and “covenant community” 
o Learned about twenty-five specific spiritual gifts 
o Identified your own spiritual gifts and the gifts of some other Friends 
o Remembered what it feels like to be deeply known by your community 
o Reflected on pride, fear, and other emotions that can rise up when we talk about spiritual gifts 
o Thought about how spiritual gifts function in covenant community: how they are named, 

claimed, consecrated, developed, exercised, and received 
o Consecrated your own spiritual gifts 
o Talked with others about concerns, leadings, and support of leadings 
o Studied covenant communities: how they support each person in individual faithfulness, how 

they are collectively faithful, how they are faithful through time, how they are faithful across 
geography, and how they are faithful in the context of the local area and the world as a whole 

o Begun to recognize the unique spiritual gifts that your local covenant community carries  
 
 
Take some time now to write an epistle to yourself in the future.  An epistle is like a letter.  It says what 
God has done.  In your epistle, you can write about how God has moved in you in the last few months.  
You can record the feelings and thoughts you’ve had.  You can name things you have discovered.  You 
can write the questions you still have.  You can explain what you feel God is calling you to do next. 
 
When you have finished your epistle, seal it in an envelope and put a date on it.  Choose a date that is 
at least three months away but not more than a year away.  Then, put your epistle somewhere safe 
where you will remember it.   
 
It’s very easy, and completely normal, for memories of a spiritual experience to get a little lost in day-
to-day life.  The epistle exercise helps counteract that.  On the date you have chosen, you’ll open and 
read your epistle.  It will remind you of the experiences you’ve had, and it will help you continue to be 
faithful to what is happening within you now. 


