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Kalamazoo Friends Meeting Retreat     October 25-31 
 
 
READING 
 
This week, we’re taking a look at five more spiritual gifts.  Remember, if you want to see them all at 
once, the total list of twenty-five can be found here: https://goodnewsassoc.org/associates/jan-
wood/spiritual-gifts-resources/ 
 
Jan Wood, who originally created the list we’re working with, compiled them from the New Testament.  
It is remarkable how well the set of spiritual gifts recognized in the Middle East in the first century still 
speaks to what we see in communities in the twenty-first century.  I encourage you to take your time 
with the words, the definitions, and the queries, especially if they initially feel strange to you.   
 
 
Language (Tongues) – ability to communicate through language never learned. 
 
Leadership – ability to have vision and give motivation for a group to act with purpose. 
 
Miracles – ability to cooperate with the power of God to intervene in specific circumstances. 
 
Translation (Interpretation) – ability to translate/understand languages you don’t know. 
 
Upholding (Intercession) – ability and desire to hold other in Love/Light/Goodness/prayer for their 
benefit. 
 
 
QUERIES 
 
Do any of these gifts immediately feel like yours?  
 
Are any of these gifts clearly not yours?  Remember—not having a particular gift is not a bad thing.  
You’re not supposed to have all of the gifts. 
 
Do you find any of these gifts confusing?  
 
What questions do you have about these gifts? 
 
Can you think of someone you know who might have these gifts?  Take the gifts one at a time for this 
query.  The people you think of might be people at Kalamazoo meeting, but they also might be people 
you know in other ways. 
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ACTIVITY 
 
Choose one of the gifts on today’s list and see whether you can express something about it in poetry.  
You might just define the gift, or you might offer some comment on it.   
 
For a relatively easy start, you might try using haiku.  A haiku is a poem that is three lines long.  The 
first line is five syllables; the second line is seven syllables; the third line is five syllables again. 
 
Humans intervene (5 syllables) 
But could not without Spirit-- (7 syllables) 
I’ll cooperate. (5 syllables) 
 
Can you tell which of the gifts is being defined here? 
 
 
If you’d like a bigger challenge, you could try a limerick.  A limerick has five lines.  The first two lines 
and the fifth line rhyme (and have three stressed syllables each); the third and fourth lines also rhyme 
(and have two stressed syllables each).  Limericks are often funny, but they don’t have to be.  They 
frequently start with the words “There once was…” 
 
There once was a leader and Quaker  
Who didn’t let anything shake her. 
She saw where to go 
And she knew how to show 
And felt led to become a peacemaker. 
 
 
“Shape” poetry can also be fun.  The words can be anything—no need to worry about rhythm and 
rhyme—but they are placed in the shape of a relevant visual image. 
 
Thinking about the language gift thing. 
How can anybody speak in a language 
   that they never learned? It seems 
         a little fishy! And yet, the 
             Apostle Paul said 
                  this existed. 
                     Wow. 
 
If you squint your eyes at the words above, you might be able to see the vague shape of a tongue. 


