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Kalamazoo Friends Meeting Retreat      September 13-19 
 
 
READING 
 
During our time together, we’ll take every other week to examine a set of specific spiritual gifts, with 
other topics interspersed between.  Below are five of the spiritual gifts; we’ll look at more in future 
weeks.  In case you want to see them all at once, the total list of twenty-five can be found here: 
https://goodnewsassoc.org/associates/jan-wood/spiritual-gifts-resources/ 
 
Jan Wood, who originally created the list we’re working with, compiled them from the New Testament.  
It is remarkable how well the set of spiritual gifts recognized in the Middle East in the first century still 
speaks to what we see in communities in the twenty-first century.  I encourage you to take your time 
with the words, the definitions, and the queries, especially if they initially feel strange to you.   
 
Administration – ability to organize people and resources to get things done. 
 
Alongside (Exhortation) – ability to come alongside people, to be truly “with” them so that they are 
helped, touched by God’s love. 
 
Discernment1 – ability to see the spiritual dynamics behind/under things. 
 
Oversight (Apostleship) – ability and natural authority to care for/lead groups of organizations or 
communities of faith.  This gift is about large systems—groups of groups of people that are connected. 
 
Trust (Faith) – deep assurance that “all is well” even when circumstances go awry. 
 
 
QUERIES 
 
Do any of these gifts immediately feel like yours?  
 
Are any of these gifts clearly not yours?  Remember—not having a particular gift is not a bad thing.  
You’re not supposed to have all of the gifts.  Even if you don’t see any on this page that look like you, 
don’t worry.  Yours will show up later. 
 
Do you find any of these gifts confusing?  
 
What questions do you have about these gifts? 
 
Can you think of someone you know who might have these gifts?  Take the gifts one at a time for this 
query.  The people you think of might be people at Kalamazoo meeting, but they also might be people 
you know in other ways. 

 
1 Friends also use this word to mean the process by which we all listen for Spirit’s guidance.  This is another use of the same 
word; it’s not meant to be a replacement.  The word simply has two meanings.   
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ACTIVITY 
 
Play a little art game with a small group.  Choose one of the gifts, and without revealing which one 
you’ve chosen, each draw a picture of the gift you’ve chosen and see whether the others in your group 
can guess which one it is.  You might draw a literal picture of people actually using the gift, or you 
might draw something completely abstract that represents the gift in some way. 
 
If drawing feels too intimidating at first, try this as a warm-up: 
 
Take turns associating a gift with a particular color.  The person who goes first would say something 
like, “If administration were a color, I think it would be red, because . . .”  Let the discussion flow 
naturally from there, with other people agreeing or disagreeing with the initial color choice.  Then, 
when everyone’s ready, ask a different person to start the next round: “If alongside/exhortation were a 
color, I think it would be yellow with pink polka dots, because . . .”  Obviously, choose whatever colors 
feel genuine to you! 
 
Once you’ve done the color warm-up, see if you feel ready to go back and try the guessing game. 


