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READING 
 
There are a number of reasons why it’s useful to study spiritual gifts.  One really important reason is 
the fact that, when we have a shared vocabulary around spiritual gifts, we can begin to know one 
another through that lens.  We can practice naming each other’s gifts.  That’s one way in which we can 
be known. 
 
Spiritual gifts are not earned.  They can be developed—that is, we can work on getting better at using 
them—but we don’t decide to have or not have a particular spiritual gift.  Instead, they are part of us.  
Often, we don’t realize we have a particular gift because to us, that particular thing is so natural, so 
easy, that everyone must surely be able to do it.  But this is not so.  The gifts you carry are part of what 
makes you uniquely you. 
 
God knows all of us inside and out, but there is a special power in being known by other human beings.  
Sometimes, we talk about loving one another, especially in the context of community.  There certainly 
is a kind of love that we can have for everyone, even people that we do not know at all.  But to love 
someone we know—to love all of the parts of them, including the parts we treasure and the parts we 
find difficult—is something more.  It is a deliberate decision to love a specific person, not just 
“everyone” in general.1   
 
Part of being in covenant community is committing to love one another like that…not all hearts and 
flowers, but real, and not always easy.  The better we know one another, and the more we are able to 
name one another’s gifts, the more we can have that experience of loving and being loved. 
 
 
QUERIES 
 
Can you remember a time when you felt really known, or really seen, for exactly who you are?  What 
did that feel like? 
 
What do you wish more people knew about you? 
 
How do you show people that you love them?  Do you show your love in the same way to all people?  
Why or why not? 
 
Why do you think it matters for people in a community to know one another’s spiritual gifts?  Are 
there reasons beyond simply knowing each other better? 

 
1 If you are interested to read and wonder more about the concepts of being named, known, and loved, you might read 
Madeleine L’Engle’s book A Wind in the Door.  This is a good book for people who are teenagers or older; people who are 
younger might like it, but they would probably need to read it with an older partner. 
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ACTIVITY 
 
Each day this week—or on as many days as you’re able—find a way to show love to someone you care 
about.  See if you can pick a different person every day.  Include at least one person who is part of 
Kalamazoo meeting. 
 
There are many different ways to show love.  Alone, or with a group, try making a list of all the 
different ways you can think of to do this.  If you make your list at the beginning of the week, you can 
use it as a way to brainstorm ideas.  If you make your list at the end of the week, you can use it as a 
way to reflect on the experience you’ve had. 


