
Emily Provance  quakeremily.wordpress.com 

Kalamazoo Friends Meeting Retreat    September 27 – October 3 
 
 
READING 
 
This week, we’re taking a look at five more spiritual gifts.  In case you want to see them all at once, the 
total list of twenty-five can be found here: https://goodnewsassoc.org/associates/jan-wood/spiritual-
gifts-resources/ 
 
Jan Wood, who originally created the list we’re working with, compiled them from the New Testament.  
It is remarkable how well the set of spiritual gifts recognized in the Middle East in the first century still 
speaks to what we see in communities in the twenty-first century.  I encourage you to take your time 
with the words, the definitions, and the queries, especially if they initially feel strange to you.   
 
Alignment (Prophecy) – ability to see/sense/communicate whether or not a group is aligned with its 
root/God’s heart. 
 
Enthusiasm (Evangelism) – desire/compulsion to share what excites you and to bring others along in it 
with you. 
 
Exorcism – ability to liberate from systemic oppression. 
 
Giving – desire to pour out resources for others. 
 
Knowledge – ability to know things you haven’t been taught and have no “logical” way of knowing. 
 
 
QUERIES 
 
Do any of these gifts immediately feel like yours?  
 
Are any of these gifts clearly not yours?  Remember—not having a particular gift is not a bad thing.  
You’re not supposed to have all of the gifts. 
 
Do you find any of these gifts confusing?  
 
What questions do you have about these gifts? 
 
Can you think of someone you know who might have these gifts?  Take the gifts one at a time for this 
query.  The people you think of might be people at Kalamazoo meeting, but they also might be people 
you know in other ways. 
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ACTIVITY 
 
With a group, talk about what types of music, what instruments, or what specific songs might 
represent each of the gifts above.  “The gift of enthusiasm would be a mambo!”  Or, “Alignment feels 
like a bassoon to me.”  Or, “There’s a song from the musical Scarlet Pimpernel that reminds me of the 
gift of knowledge.” 
 
Grab a computer, an iPhone, or a record player and try playing some of this music.   
 
 
 
If you like, you can also try the activities you did with the last list of gifts: 
 
Play a little art game with a small group.  Choose one of the gifts, and without revealing which one 
you’ve chosen, each draw a picture of the gift you’ve chosen and see whether the others in your group 
can guess which one it is.  You might draw a literal picture of people actually using the gift, or you 
might draw something completely abstract that represents the gift in some way. 
 
Or: 
 
Take turns associating a gift with a particular color.  The person who goes first would say something 
like, “If administration were a color, I think it would be red, because . . .”  Let the discussion flow 
naturally from there, with other people agreeing or disagreeing with the initial color choice.  Then, 
when everyone’s ready, ask a different person to start the next round: “If alongside/exhortation were a 
color, I think it would be yellow with pink polka dots, because . . .”  Obviously, choose whatever colors 
feel genuine to you! 
 
Once you’ve done the color warm-up, see if you feel ready to go back and try the guessing game. 


