
DIRECTIONS 
1) Identify a member of your group who is willing to guide the discussion and watch the time. 
2) Identify a member of your group who is willing to take notes and be the person to report 
back to the large group afterwards. 
3) Read the text (both parts) either out loud or silently. 
4) Individuals respond, as led, to the queries at the bottom of this sheet. 

 
 
LEADINGS AND CONCERNS 
 
 
“ ‘Concern’ is a word which has tended to become debased by excessively common usage among 
Friends, so that too often it is used to cover merely a strong desire. The true ‘concern’ [emerges 
as] a gift from God, a leading of his spirit which may not be denied. Its sanction is not that on 
investigation it proves to be the intelligent thing to do – though it usually is; it is that the 
individual … knows, as a matter of inward experience, that there is something that the Lord 
would have done, however obscure the way, however uncertain the means to human observation. 
Often proposals for action are made which have every appearance of good sense, but as the 
meeting waits before God it becomes clear that the proposition falls short of ‘concern’.” 
 
 Roger Wilson, 1949 
 
 
“I think I have wasted a great deal of my life waiting to be called to some great mission which 
would change the world. I have looked for important social movements. I have wanted to make a 
big and important contribution to the causes I believe in. I think I have been too ready to reject 
the genuine leadings I have been given as being matters of little consequence. It has taken me a 
long time to learn that obedience means doing what we are called to do even if it seems pointless 
or unimportant or even silly. The great social movements of our time may well be part of our 
calling. The ideals of peace and justice and equality which are part of our religious tradition are 
often the focus of debate. But we cannot simply immerse ourselves in these activities. We need to 
develop our own unique social witness, in obedience to God. We need to listen to the gentle 
whispers which will tell us how we can bring our lives into greater harmony with heaven.” 
 
 Deborah Haines, 1978 
 

Query #1: What do you like about this text? 
Query #2: What questions do you have about this text, or what do you find difficult 

about it? 
Query #3: Have you ever had the experience that Deborah Haines mentions, of 

being “too ready to reject the genuine leadings [you] have been given as being 
matters of little consequence”? 

Query #4: What do you think Roger Wilson is talking about when he says “the 
meeting waits before God”?  How does that relate to leadings and concerns? 


